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The Defense Environmental Restoration
Program includes the provisions for cleaning up
formerly used defense sites (FUDS).  This
comprehensive program is dedicated to the goal of
removing environmental contamination at sites
formerly owned, leased, possessed, or otherwise
under the jurisdiction of the Department of
Defense at the time of their contamination.

FUDS are found in literally every part of the
United States and its territories.  Many of the sites
are now schools, recreation areas, farmlands,
residential areas, and commercial properties.
Because of the potential risks to the public at
FUDS, Congress gave the Department of Defense
its authority for cleaning up these sites in two
major legislative acts:

• The Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA),
also known as Superfund 1980

• The Superfund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act (SARA) 1986
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